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PRAYER AND REFLECTION 

 

The Women’s Commission invites you to take a moment of prayer and deep reflection as we 

continue the work for a more equitable world for all women in our society. 

 

We pray with  

• The Samaritan woman at the well: Joh 4:27 

 

Just then his disciples returned and were surprised to find him talking with a 

woman. But no one asked, “What do you want?” or “Why are you talking with 

her?” 

 

What matters to the disciples is not that this woman is Samaritan, but her gender. 

Jesus breaks this barrier - and not just in this story. 

 

• General Congregation 34 (1995), Decree 14, 13: 

 

(…) we invite all Jesuits, as individuals and through their institutions, to align 

themselves in solidarity with women. The practical ways of doing this will vary 

from place to place and from culture to culture, but many examples come readily to 

mind: 

13, 1. explicit teaching of the essential equality of women and men in Jesuit 

ministries, especially in schools, colleges, and universities 

13, 2. support for liberation movements which oppose the exploitation of women 

and encourage their entry into political and social life 

13, 3. specific attention to the phenomenon of violence against women 

13, 4. appropriate presence of women in Jesuit ministries and institutions, not 

excluding the ministry of formation 

13, 5. genuine involvement of women in consultation and decision making in our 

Jesuit ministries 

13, 6. respectful cooperation with our female colleagues in shared projects 

13, 7. use of appropriately inclusive language in speech and official documents 

13, 8. promotion of the education of women and, in particular, the elimination of all 

forms of illegitimate discrimination between boys and girls in the educational 

process 

Many of these, we are happy to say, are already being practiced in different parts of 

the world. We confirm their value and recommend a more universal implementation 

as appropriate. 

 



 

• Letter Father General, March 8th, 2021: 

 

Let us remember gratefully all those women who have been part of our journey, 

especially in our institutions and apostolic works. 

 

 

Reflections and sharing 

• Do I see other stories where Jesus breaks barriers regarding gender? 

Do I break sometimes barriers regarding gender? 

 

• As I align myself in solidarity with women in Decree 14, what is easy for me, and 

what is difficult for me? 

 

• There are women who are dear to me, who are important in my life story.  

Who are they? Do I pray for them? 

 

• What blessings do I see? 

 

We ask you to pray for the Women’s Commission as we continue our work. 

 




